Ischaemic contracture in an infant's forearm--a case report.
We present a case of a gradually developing ischaemic contracture of the forearm muscles of an infant who developed without any trauma or acute gangrene at birth. Release of the middle and ring finger digitorum profundus muscles and pronator quadratus at 2 years of age corrected the deformity. Histopathology showed no evidence of fibromatosis or any other tumor. Although a dynamic splint was used to maintain the range of motion, the range of the middle finger motion deteriorated gradually 2 years after surgery. Though the pathogenesis of this problem was unclear, we assume that it was caused by fibrosis of muscles as a result of bleeding before or during delivery.